
October 24, 2019 

 

Dear Urban Municipalities Committee colleagues: 

 

As Mayor of the Town of Torbay, I am writing you today to respectfully ask for 

your support in the upcoming election for the Urban Municipalities Committee 

(UMC) position on the Municipalities Newfoundland and Labrador (MNL) Board 

of Directors. 

 

I have been on the Town of Torbay council for six years including the past two 

years as Mayor. Over that time, I have been actively involved in MNL and an 

outspoken advocate on issues concerning municipalities. For the past two years I 

have been the Town of Torbay UMC representative and, in that role, have 

contributed positively to our committee. I am very familiar with the issues that we 

face as a group and as a member of MNL in the broader sense. I can bring a new 

perspective and approach to the board for the benefit of all municipalities. 

 

As a group, I believe we need to take a new approach to dealing with issues facing 

our municipalities. For instance, the issue with the Federal Wastewater 

Regulations and the Transitional Authorization (TA) should never have escalated 

into the crisis situation we find ourselves in today. With stronger communication across municipalities, we could 

have ensured that those members who understood the requirements for the TA shared that knowledge with all 

members. I use this as an example because this situation developed over a few years and, with a little extra 

planning and the right approach, we may not be in the position we are in now, asking the Federal Government to 

reopen the TA window for applications. 

 

Another issue we are facing is the Provincial Solid Waste Management Strategy review that is currently 

underway. We need to develop an approach to express our concerns to the government regarding this strategy, 

promptly and assuredly. Responding to the survey sent out as part of their effort for public engagement on the 

issue is simply not enough for our concerns to be heeded. We have a tremendous amount of influence if we work 

together to contest the unreasonable cost the province is inflicting on us with this strategy. We shouldn’t be 

distracted by developing resolutions to address why one town is paying more than another. This is a problem that 

was created by the Provincial government, not municipalities, and we need to take the fight to them. We can’t 

afford to sit back and allow this Waste Management strategy to continue moving forward before we begin to 

lobby for changes.  

 

This is the type of coordinated approach I would like to take to the Board of Directors; identify an issue, develop 

a strategy, and put an action plan together to implement it. We need to do this together as a group in a concerted 

effort; single voices often get drowned out, so we need to bring our efforts to the people. This approach can work 

with any important issue we face and I propose it be used as a framework for addressing similar issues in the 

future. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Craig Scott 

Mayor – Town of Torbay 

cscott@torbay.ca  

709-699-4214 

Craig Scott 
Mayor – Town of Torbay 

mailto:Cscott@torbay.ca

