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Purpose of the meeting

• Provide an update to members on the MNL wastewater file; 
• Discuss any preliminary questions associated with the discussion 

document: Proposed Amendments to the Wastewater Systems 
Effluent Regulations; 
• Hear from members regarding ongoing wastewater concerns in their

municipalities.



What this meeting is not

• A public consultation;
• A technical briefing on the proposed amendments document.



Key takeaways

• Become familiar with the proposed amendments discussion 
document;
• Engage in the consultation process;
• Take in the presentations from Environment and Climate Change Canada;
• Fill out the online feedback form.

• Ask questions; work toward compliance.



At the end of this meeting I will …

• share a link/links to:
• the wastewater system effluent regulations;
• the proposed amendments document;
• the public consultation meeting invitations; 
• a NL specific consultation meeting; 
• the online feedback form.

• share the slides from this presentation.





Public consultation 
dates



Consultation specifically 
for NL municipalities

Thursday, February 3
11:00 NT
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What we heard

• The monitoring burden is too great, especially for smaller 
communities where effluent levels are not changing; 
• The cost of monitoring is excessive;
• The cost for new infrastructure will be prohibitive. 



Quick facts from the municipal census project 
• More than 75% of households are hooked up to municipal sewer systems; 
• For the most part, systems are in excess of 20 years old; 
• Over 40% of respondents indicated that their municipality does not have an 

operations/preventative maintenance schedule for their sewer system; 
• Over half of municipal outfalls are going directly into the ocean; 
• Slightly more than 60% of municipalities are monitoring their outfalls:

• 45% own their monitoring equipment;
• 43% rent their monitoring equipment;
• 56% monitor by contracting out. 

• The cost of monitoring ranges from $3k to $56k.
• Estimated costs to upgrade individual systems to meet WSER requirements range 

from $75k to $78m 











Next Steps: Key takeaways

• Become familiar with the proposed amendments discussion 
document;
• Engage in the consultation process;
• Take in the presentations from Environment and Climate Change Canada
• Fill out the online feedback form.

• Ask questions; work toward compliance.



Thank you
Questions/discussion


